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for money.
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All pond snails have flattened triangular
tentacles and pointed shells. In the
largest species, the Great Pond Snail,
the shell can grow to 6cm in length.

Pond snails graze on algae. They can
sometimes be seen hanging from the
surface of the water as they come up for
air. They can retain a bubble of air within
their lung which aids with buoyancy.

(Lymnaea spp)

Pond Snail

Dragonfly nymphs (juveniles) can be
top predators in a pond habitat. Using
an extendable lower jaw they snatch
prey from within the water, eating other
invertebrates, amphibians and even
small fish. Dragonfly nymphs may
spend up to three years below water.
They vary in appearance according to
species, with Emperor Dragonfly
nymphs reaching 56mm in length.

(Suborder: Anisoptera)

Dragonfly Nymph

Also known as the Backswimmer, the
Greater Water Boatman hangs
upside-down at the surface of the water
and uses its long hair-fringed back legs
as oars. This pond predator feels for
vibrations in the surface tension made by
its prey, mostly other insects. Water
Boatmen carry a bubble of air under the
water with them, which they use to breath.

(Notonecta glauca)

Greater Water
Boatman

Juvenile new ts are called efts and
have external feathery gills.

During the breeding season males
develop a wav y crest along their back.
Like frogs and toads they hibernate on
land but are tied to water for breeding.

Growing up to 10 cm long, Smooth
New ts range in colour from yellow y to
dark grey. They have striking orange
undersides with dark spots.

(Lissotriton vulgaris)

Smooth New t

Frogs are mostly active at night
when they hunt for invertebrates.
They hibernate in the winter and
emerge in the spring to breed
and produce frogspawn.

Varying in colour from yellow, through
green and brown, Common Frogs can
be recognised by the dark face stripe
covering their eyes. Their skin is
smooth with dark patchy markings.

(Rana temporaria)

Common Frog
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In the largest species, the Great
Ramshorn Snail, the shell can reach
3.5cm in diameter.

These snails have shells which are
coiled into the shape of a ram’s horn;
round and flattened. Ramshorn snails
often appear reddish in colour. This is
due to presence of the red pigment
haemoglobin in their blood, which
helps these snails absorb oxygen.

(Planorbis spp)

Ramshorn Snail

When the nymphs are ready to emerge
as adults they climb up waterside
vegetation and crack out of the nymph
exoskeleton, revealing two fully formed
pairs of wings.

Damselfly nymphs are smaller in size
and more delicate in structure than
dragonfly nymphs. Both types of
nymphs have very large eyes and rely
on sight to catch prey.

(Suborder: Zygoptera)

Damselfly Nymph

Water Boatmen have wings and fly to
colonise new bodies of water.

The Lesser Water Boatman is very
different to its larger cousin. It does not
swim on its back and is mainly
herbivorous. It spends most of its time
at the bottom of the pond, searching
for debris which it sucks up and filters
to extract plant material.

(Corixa punctata)

Lesser Water
Boatman

Pond Skaters have wings which help
them to travel and colonise new ponds.

A surface dwelling insect, the Pond
Skater has water repellent hairs on its
feet which assist with standing on the
surface tension. The four back legs
move the insect at speed across the
water whilst the front set of legs grab
items of prey, such as other insects.

(Gerris lacustris)

Pond Skater

They hunt on the land at night, rest in
sheltered places during the day and
hibernate in the winter. They return to
water to breed, producing eggs in
long jelly ribbons.

Toads have rotund bodies and warty
skin, they walk rather than hop.
Spending the majority of time away
from water, they can be found in damp
areas of gardens and woodlands.

(Bufo bufo)

Common Toad
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