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An Inner London Study of Birds on
the River Thames at Westminster and
Waterloo

P. J. Strangeman

INTRODUCTION

Previous studies of birds on the River Thames in Inner London were made
between Vauxhall and Lamabeth Bn’dgcs {hereafter referred to as ‘Lambeth’)
and from Waterleo to Blackfriars Bridges (‘Waterloo™) from 1951-53 (Cramp
and Feagle 1955) and between Lambeth and Westminster Bridges {*West-
minster’% from 1968-78 (Strangeman 1971}, A further three f'ear study at
Westminster and Waterloo from Jan. 1st 1979 to Dec. 31st 1981 provides the
basis for this paper which is mainly devoted to comparing the birds recorded
on both stretches of the river in this period and with highlighting the
pogulalian changes with the earlier studies, cited above, to whick all further
reterences relate.

CHANGES IN THE STUDY AREA
Agpart from the pontoon which was temﬁz:ariiy removed from Lambeth Pier
ialgéz there have been no significant changes at Westminster during the Iast

At Waterloo major changes have taken place on the southern bank durin
the last 30 years. In the early 1950s, except for a small extension to the Sout
Bank promenade near Waterloo Bridfge, the entire frontage was overlooked
by wharves, Prior to the beginning of the current study the promenade had
been extended to about 150 metres from the bridge in front of the National
Theatre, while at the other end new development extending for 210 metres
upstream from Blackfriars Bridge had reclaimed some foreshore land, In
December 1979 work commenced on developing a site between the National
Theatre and the modern Kent House. This new building programme cansed
considerable noise at times because of piling during the coastruction of the
new river wall,

The extended promenade was finally opened to the public on Nov, 30th
1983. A barge adapted with a helicopter pad was reached thmu%g Stamford
Wharf until it was removed in 1984, Under one-third of the okl buildin
fromting the river now remain, although meost of these sites are gradually
being olished. Apart from boys who sometimes invade this foreshore
other human disturbance to birds here, and at Westminster, is caused by the
slow progress of a few treasure buniers,

A main attraction for guils at Waterloo in the 1930s was the regular loadin,
of refuse ¢s from one of the wharves, but this activity has now ceased,
The increase in fish in the Thames during the last fen or so years has attracted
fishermen on both stretches of river, although this recreation is intermittent
in the study areas and disturbance of bird life is minimal.

METHOD AND AIM OF STUDY

As in previous studies the xim was to count ail birds at least once a week on
both stretches and to adopt the same method of recording to enabie a direct

mn_z)gaﬁson of the results.
177 and 243 visits, invariably made azound mjddg%, were cartied out at
g?e?stn;inster and Waterloo respectively between 1979 and 1981 (see table
oW},
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Low tide counts wers made on 73 (41%) days at Westminster and 143
g‘)%) days at Waterloo, Although 111 {84%} more counts were made at

aterloo from 1979-81 than from 1951-53 (largely as a result of more than
one visit 2 week in 1972 when 106 counts were made compared with 67 in
1980 and 76 in 1981), it became evident that only five low tide counts had
been made in November compared with nine in the earlier study. Cramp and
Teagle copsidered that only their low tide counts, which they defined s
‘when one-guarter or more of the shingle banks were ex cg, should be
used in comparing their monthly averages, 100 few counts having been made
at high tide 11 the 1951-53 study, it was decided to make some extra visits, In
1982 14 counts were made, from July to December, seven of them in
November of which four were at low tide, The inclusion of these records
insignificantly changed the monthly averages of all species except the Feral
Rg(i: Dove. The results of these additional visits are excluded from the
tables,

Sinoe the 1968-70 Westminster study I have continued to make mid-day
visits to this stretch, although not in every week, thm;fhoat the eight year
period entiin% i 1978: 235 visits ranging from ten in 1974 to 49 in 1978 were
made. Weekly visits totalling 234 were carried out from 1982-85.

The results of the counts are shown as monthly averages for the regularly
recorded birds in tables, while comparison is made with the earlier studies in
the form of histg‘?rams for selected species.,

Crulls were aged as often as possible with the samples at Westminster and
Waterloo being combined in Table 1, As it was impractical to age ali
Black-headed Gulls, sometiznes Common and maore rarely the three farger
species, it is important to read the table from the standpoint that only
samples of the total mumbers greserzt were aged. The September to
December sampies of Black-headed Gulls are particularly low.

The plumage of the Common Guli from juvenile to first-summer allows
this age group to be distinguished from older birds at considerably longer
range and at awkward angles. The separation of second-winter and summer
from aduli is less easy and on some occasions in this study the species was
noted as ‘not juvenileAdirst-winter/first-summer’. Some of the birds older
than first-summer were specifically aged while the remainder were interpo-
lated from the samples of second-winter/second-summer or adult,

At Westminster and Waterloo the abundance of the regular species
followed a similar monthly pattern on both streiches, unlike the 1951-53
stady when there was often a considerable difference between the number of
birds present at Watetloe and Lambeth.
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The species’ accounts discuss the variations that oceurred from 1979-81 in the
twa study areas, the changes in status since the earlier studies and certain
behaviodrat notes. A table preceding each species account shows average
monthly counts. Differences between high and low water counts most
notably affected the numbers of Black-headed Gulls, Feral Rock Doves and
Startings, The Black-headed Guil table shows the separate and combined
high and low water averages and for the dove and Starling only the low tide
¢ are shown. The combined high and low tide figuves are shown for ail
species.
RESULTS AND DISCUSSION OF OBSERVATIONS
Table 2 shows the 28 species recorded from 1979-81 of which 18 occurred on
both stretches, seven only at Westminster and three only at Waterloo. The
ies recorded at Waterloo from 1951-53 and at Westminster from
1968-70, 1971-78 and 1982-85 are also shown in Table 2. Only species
recorded on the specific counts have been included, thus eliminating random
records such as a Kittiwake at Waterloo in 1979.

Fable 2, Birds on the River Thunes, Inner Looden, at Waterloo, 1951-53 (after Cramp
and Teagie 1955) and 1979-81(82) wnd at Westmlnster, 196885,
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{1} Regular visitors

Cormorant

tan  Feb Mar Apr Moy Jun el Awp Sep O Noy  Dec
Wesiminnter
wﬂ&hmﬂlmtidc g6 02 OO0 09 00 00 e BB 08 01 04 f1
ateirhony
High and Low tide n: Gt 6B 81 00 90 <03 w6 03 01 4L D2

The Cormorant was recorded from September 10 February and in April and
July (see table above) usually involving single birds flying up or dowsn both
stretches of the river. Only two observations, of one on the niver at
Westminster and one on a buoy at Waterloo, do not relate to birds in flight.
None was seen during either of the previous studies and although there are
1 records of caseal sightings it was not until February 1977 that the first
OFant Was secn on a ific visit at Westminster. There were March
observations from 1982-85, Records increased from 1983 and are reflected in
the average winter é/(.)_,_,ctober t0 March) figures, .imolwn§ sightings totailin
122 birds, from 1976/77 to 1984/85 as follows: 0.1,0.2,0.1,0.2,0.3,0.2, 8.5,
0.8 and 1.3,

As Cormorants have shown a marked increase in the London Area in the
last decade, it is not surprising to see them flying over the Thames in Inner
London on their way to and from their preferred feeding areas. They

arly fish successfully in the Thames between Hammersmith and Putney
Bridges and below the Woolwich Ferry, for example, soitis a little surprising
that none was seen diving at Westminster or Waterloo from 197¢-81 in view
of the increase in fish in the siver. However, at Westminster one was diving
on Jan. 20th 1982 and in January 1985 one was watched mssfuﬂgzﬁsmng
there on three days and also twice at Lambeth, Andrews et al. (1982) have
shown that there has been a further increase of macrofauna in the tiver since
around 1977, which coincides with the increase in Cormorant records given
above and must be one reason for their frequent occurrences no' ¥s.

Mallard

Jan Feb Moy Apgr Moy Jun  Jul Awg Syp Oa Moy De
Westminster -
High and Low tide 16 26 435 S 42 A7 49 43 04 10 14 2%
Waterioc
High asnd Low tide 1.2 083 0 1& % &% #3 41 61 40 12 Y

The table sbove shows that slightly higher numbers were recorded at
Westminster than at Waterloo, where the respective maxima were 15 on
Nov. 3rd 1981 and nine on Jan, 12th and Nov. 4th 1981

There has beent virtuaily no change in status since the 1950 at Waterloo
and the only difference st Westminster, compared with 1968-70, is a
tendency for birds to be more aumeroyus in winter. This upward trend is
reflected in the combined November to Febroary averages for all counts of
2.6 from 1968-70, 9.5 from 1979-81 and 17.5 from 1982-84. A record 37
occurred on Jan. 9th 1985, the mjoﬁzsdabbﬁng, as is usual, near the
foreshore by Victoria Tower Gardens. As the tide ebbed on this date oil
slicks were seen on the Lambeth ‘half’ of the river where a pair of Mallard
were swimming, Twice the ducks swam rapidly away from tgc approachigg
oil ang on the next occasion they escaped from the pollutant by flying
when it seemed that their plemage would be soiled.
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Black-headed Guil
dan  Feb Mo Apr Moy Jun Bl Aug Sep O Nov Dee
Wesimintier
High tide B0 138 7 7 9 57 1® 9 116 17T 187
Low tide w1 7 k! 6 12 138 7 078 2% g
High and Low tide e Me 126 3 B TT 138 133 W 6 76
Watetioo
Fligh tide 28 1 n & 2 3 43 .5 7L 60 126 221
Low tide LEIE AN [T S < B | S B I AR O B | TR
High and Low tide WY My W 7 o160 B 140 13 % 14 M

The average monthly figares for all counts along both stretches of river show
aremarkable similarsty from March to November, but in the three remaining
months appreciably greater numbers occurred at Waterloo, where many of
the highest winter counts were made at low tide: 600 or more on six
%ﬁzsians. The peak of 430 at Westminster occurred at high tide on Jan. 24th

At Waterloo the average monthly iow tide counts were ali greater than
those at high tide whereas at Westrunster the high water connts were higher
in eight months and identical in one. At Westminster moored barges and
tiver eraft and the Houses of Parliament embankment wall generally
accommodate the majority of gulls requiring such positions at high water,
especially in winter, while at Waterloo a disused warshouse roof, the odd
blaﬁe, moorin% posts and permanentiy moored ships attracted fewer such
birds. Although these resting places may be used in early autumn, the pale
geen concave Derbydene roof of the Royal Festival Hall has become a

vourite diurnal roost from July to September which is occupied mainly, bt
not exclusively, at bigh tide. The roof s made of copper (G. L. C. 1976) and
because this metal is a good conductor of heat the gulll)se are possibly attracted
by ity warmth at this time of the vear,

Comparison with the 1951-33 results at Waterloo, in Fig. 1, reveals that the
most striking difference is the carly autumn peak which was not evident
earlier. Also very small numbers were present throughout late spring/early
summer whereas in 1951-33 there were no records for May and only one o
two throughout June and July. The birds formerly returned after their
breeding season in extremely low numbers in August before sharply rising in
November, however, new arrivals now appear in%l::ly, including a very small

opoTttion of %uwmiies (see Table 1} and continue to increase before fallin

y October before the main arrival of winter visitors. This pattern is repea
on a smailer scale at Westminster, although the variation with the more
recent 1968-70 study is less marked.

The British breeding population rose sharply during the 196772 period
§5hmtock 1976) and presumably is reflected in the incregase in numberis}e from
uly to October compared to the earlier study. Flegg and Cox (1972) have
shown from their analysis of Black-headed Gulls ninged in England and
Wales, that the species moves inland from its coastal breeding colonies and
that first-winters travel farther than adults, They foundu;gat “The only
apparently sizeable concentration, in the Greater London Area, was
com)| of both adult and frst-winter birds from colonies in Essex and
Kent’. The earliest birds arriving in Inner London, therefore, are probably
from these Home Counties east of London as the majority disperse
westwards, but gulls from Hampshire may be invelved as they show a strong
tendency to move northeast, As winter advances British birds move farther
from their natal area which would explain the fall in saumbers in October
before the additional arrivals in November from the Continent, as revealed
by ringing recoveries (Horton e2 af. 1984).
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Fig. 1. Average monthly low tide counts of Biack-hesded Galis,

In winter there has been very little change in numbers compared with the
tous studies. The November to Febmar{eperiod shows that the low tide
% at Waterloo were greatest in November and February from 1951-33
and in December and Jm{i‘;sm 197981, the combined average monthly
figures for these four months being 1,420 from 1951-53 and 1,308 from
1 1. In the shorter period between the two intensive studies at
Westminster a more noticeable fall in the corresponding four months has
occurred: 998 from 1968-70 compared with 644 from 1979-81, However, this
ggnd ?ggz ng; been maintained as 860 were recorded in the same four months
m e

Commeon Gull

Fam  Feb Mor Apr May JSum Sl Aug Sep Ga Nov De
Weetminster
Hiigh and Low tide 134 165 252 473 W9 15 ¥} 20 i1 X9 A5 104
Waterloo
High und Lew tide: a4 Y 1 &3 LY 34 A3 & 1T 49 %4 152

The average monthly connts were generally simifar on both stretches, the
main exception bei::gca sharp rise at Waterloo in December as 4 result of an
increase to 40-30 in the middle of that monthin 1981, when very cold weather
prevailed and coincided with peak numbers of Biack-headed Gulls, Unforta-
nately, the dates of the Westminster coants missed this influx resulting in the
smallir average low tide figure on this stretch.

Although spring passage was recosded in the earlier studics the large
increase since then is dramatically illustrated in Fig. 2. In March the first
obvious signs of movement are the increase of first-winter birds which durin
winter never exceeded 15. Peak passage occurs between late March
ptid-April when maxima of 150 on Apr. 19th 1979 at Waterloo and 110 on
Mar, 31st 1980 at Westminster were recorded. Not unexpectedly, the
movement may cease abruptly as happened in 1981 whea there was 106 at
Waterloo on Apr. 8th, but fust nine og the following day. In some years high
sumbers may occur at any time outside the main passage period e.g. 40 on
%3”' 2nd and 30 on May 4th 1979 at Waterloo and 57 on May 1st 1979 at

estiminster.
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Fig. 2. Average monthly kew thde counds of Common Galls.

In spring Common Crulis are often seen circling and drifting in the air antil
food on the surface of the water is found which rapidly attracts birds from
elsewhere along the river causing numbers to change within minutes. As this
species is not maialy dependent oa obtaining food the foreshore at this
time of year the water level does not obvicusly influence its numbers.

Lesser Black-backed Gull
o Ja:m Feb Maor Apr Moy Jun  Jul Amg S Oi Nev D
igh anet Low tide LI O F B& 53 G868 Y3 648 TR A8 3 21
Wattios
High st Low tidke 19 L5 4 13 12 38 43 24 53 4% & 12

Ocourred in all months being found in similar numbers on both stretches (see
table above). In June there is an increase involving mainly krpnatures (772 ?,
but dominated by second-summer birds (42%)} (see Table 1), The table
above reveals that there is no great change between the June and July
averages, but masks the increase in adults which rose by 14% to form 42% of
the total, presumably as a result of early autumn passage. By August the
proportion of adults approximately doubled as this age group continued to
dominate the species until April. After the autumn peak numbers dwindled
in November, comparatively few were seen unti] the rise in early summer,

Cramp and Teagle (1935) considered that Lesser Black-backed Gulls,
while less shy than Great Black-backed Gulls, were attracted to feed by the
rubbish es at Waterloo, thus accounting for their larger numbers there
than at Lambeth. The dramatic drop at Waterloo {(see Fig. 3) since 1951-53
must larg:ly be attributed to the reduction in available refuse. However, this
cannot the only reason for reduced numbers as indicated by the
Westminster counts which show, although less dramatically than at Wates-
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ioo, a further decline in the last decade with average autumn (Aagust to
October) counts reaching extremely low figures after 1977, as shown in Fig.
4. 7o~
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Fig. 3. Aveeage monthly low tide counts  ° 7 "
of Leaner Binck-backed Galls, o l
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Fig. 4. Average snd of autnmn (Angust 1o October) counts of Lesser Black-
backed Gulls 8t Westininster, 1968-85.
Note: in 1974 only four counls were made, in Augast,
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Andrews ef al. {1982) have suggested that the Thames has become even
cleaner since about 1977 which may have provided less food for the species
than earlier and, possibly, contributed to its farther decrease. This decline is
assumed to be local or connected with the river as the survey of winterin
glils in January 1983 (Bowes er al. 1984} showed that Lesser Black-bac

ulls have increased by 20% since 1973 in southeast England. Some caution
should be exercised with regard to this gercentage increase because T00s
counts at four London Area reservoirs did not distinguish the species of gulls
in 1973 and the pm{)orﬁans were assumed to be identical to those identified
in 1983. Hickling ,;(j 984) and Horton ¢1 al. (1984) kave also shown that this
guil is most abundant, in autumn, when rubbish tips are favoured.

Herving Guil

don  Febk Mar Apr May Jun B Awg S Oor Nov Dex

‘Westmingter
High and Low tide i 4T Lt 1 w2 348 AT 27 4 22 1D 14
Watarion
High and Low tide L3 12 L 13 35 34 14 06 04 07 1T 17

Smali numbers occurred in all months on both stretches, as shown in the table
above with maxima of 16 on June Sth 1981 at Waterloo and 10 on July 17th
1980 at Westminster. A slight peak occurved in May and June at Waterioo
and in June and July at Westminster.

From 1951-53 the species only occurred in winter (Sﬁemb&r to April) at
Waterloo with large numbers a%faring from December to February, As
with Lesser Black-backed and Great Black-backed Gulls, the Hermring's

isappearance as ar: abundant winter visitor (see Fig. 5) coincided with the
removal of rubbish barges and consequently a lack of a sufficient food
supply.
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Fig. 5. Aveeage monthily low tide cosnts of Berring Gulls.

At Westminster the only significant difference since 1968-70 is the
appearance of birds from June to September, which is also reflected by the
summer records at Waterloo.

Up 1o four pairs have bred in Inner London from 1961-84 {Montier 1977
and London Natural History Society 1975-78 and 1980-85), with the
exception of 1983 when there were mne pairs, five of which were in the
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vicinity of Westminster. There was a further increase on this stretch from
1982-85 with peak numbers coinciding with the increased hmec&ngé

Summer flocks of over 20 have been recorded in Regent’s Park where the
first and l(;z%est established London breeding has occurred at the Zoo
{Montier 1977). The summer records on the river are comprised of ail age
groups, as shown in Table i, where at Westminster and Waterloo immatures
outnumbered adults from May to July with second- ard third-summer tyg:
forming the largest proportion of younger birds. In August as a
{ogniefﬁmt-wmters appear the older immamres dwindle and adults then

the majority of birds throughout the winter.

Yellow-le, eninlg Cinils have occurred at Westminster since 1976 and
the 15 records up to 1981 have been summarised by Grant {1983). Since 1982
others were seen on this stretch, usually in the second half of the year, similar
to the earlier records,

Grest Black-backed Guill
lan Feb Mar Apr May Jun ld Awg Sep Oct Nev Dec

Westminster
High xod Low tide 5 t5 34 85 83 o4 06 L5 X4 L5 L5 1}
High and Low tide 33 :3 22 1@ B4 OB 13 18 X0 K2 19 iR

On both stretches small rumbers occurred in all months being slightly more
numerous and frequent in winter, but showing no a iable differences
between high and low counts. Apart from 14 on Jan. 12¢th 1981 at Waterloo
the maxirmum was seven there and six at Westeminster,

Although oae or two were found more often in summer at Westminster
from 1979-81 than between 1968-70 its status can be considered fo have
remained unchanged during the last decade. Cramp and Teagis {1955)
remarked that this gult had probably reached its peak in numbers along the
river in the early 1930s. Their statement is further enhanced by the current
low numbers, At Waterloo a dramatic decrease has taken place in winter
during the last 30 years (see Fifn 6). The removal of rubbish barges has
reduced the main food source of this essentially scavenging gnli which, tke
the Lesser Black-backed and Herring Gulls, attracted large numbers eariier.
As the Great Black-backed Gull is the shg;st of the tg: {requenting the
river Cramp and Teagle {1955) considered that the souttiern foreshore which
was not directly overlooked by the public enabled the species to feed and rest
relatively undisturbed.
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¥ig. 6. Aversge monthly low thde connts of Great Binck-backed Gulls,

<

BIRDS ON THE RIVER THAMES 181

Although public promenades have been constructed at both ends of the
southern side, as mentioned previously, there was still, during this stud
period, a considerable expanse of foreshore exposed at low tide where
could feed amd rest. Even allowing for the fact that small boys and treasure
seekers are found sometimes along the foreshore, it is clearly the lack of
available food to entice Great Black-backed Guils along the Thames which
has reduced their numbers rather than the lack of an undisturbed habitat.

Swift

The largest numbers were usnafly in the vicinity of the stedy areas and there
were frequent records of hundreds which included binds feeding over the
river, sometimes within a metre of the water, in June and July.

None was recorded in either of the previous studies, but the trend for
feeding parties to appear in the area has now become well established. The
Swift’s increase (and the House Martin's further penetration as a breedin
species) into Inner London warrants a closer examination of these aeri
feeders which is beyond the scope of this paper.

Woeotipigeon

s B UHBEVEEAEERD
Woodpigeons were not seen at Waterloo, Although up fo four occurred in ali
months at Westminster there were often days when none was recorded as
reflected in the monthly aveT in the table, Apart from the usual feeding
and testing on river craft and rare exploitation of the foreshore, where
drinking was observed, the searching for food amongst gull droppings on
pleasure boats was noted in February 1981,

This species” status can be considered asunchanged because there was only
one record at Waterloo in 1952 and the pattern of records at Westminster
remains similar,

Feral Rock Dove
Jan Feb Mar Apr May Fum  Jul Awg S O Nov Dec
Weatminsber
i B3 W5 42 303 1T MBI B4 ME BT 90 WO 432
Wikesriog

Low tide 56 71 .%T Y4 13 Bl TR 116 136 124 126 Liw

Numerous at all times of the year, especislly at Westminster where the
monthly low tide averages totalied 416.6 compared with 117.5 at Waterloo,
The maximum at Westminster was 136 on May 31st 1979, On this stretch the
average low tide counts (see table above} exceeded 30 in all but three months
and ranged from 47 to 50 in March, May and June while the lowest figures
were between 19 and 25 in February, October and November, Comparative
data at Waterloo, with a maximum of 35 on Dec, 14th 1979, show that the
lowest average was in Febm {7.3 followed by five months of almost even
figures before reaching » 1 peak of 13.0 in September. The inclusion of

itional counts in 1982, mentioned earlier, with those made from 1979-81
resulted in increasing the November low tide average by 5.8, to 18.4. Other
single visits from August to October and in December also raised the
averages by up to 2.5 cmft in September which fell by 0.8,

Fig. 7 shows that at Waterloo the averages du%g the two study periods are
very similar, At Westminster the counts from 1979-81 show an increase since
1968-70 in all months except October when there was a tiny decrease of 2.6,
Seme of the increases are considerable, notably in Fanuary, from May to July
and in December.
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Fig. 7. Average monthiy low tide counts of Feral Rock Doves.

These comparisons should be treated with caution as Cramp and Teagle
511955) found that numbers fluctuated violently from 1951-33 and considered

al ‘a much larger series of counts would be necessary to provide accurate
averages’. Similar variations were found in the earlier study at Westminster.

From 1968-70 there were two records of a Great Biack-backed Gull sating
a Feral Rock Drove. This behaviour was also observed from 197183, at
Waﬁet{lw and Westminster, when a total of five dead doves provided the gull
with food.

Carrion Crow

Fan Feb Mur Apr May Jun  Jul Asg Sep (kv Nov De
Westminsicr
High zad Low tide 0% 0F &1 £2 42 432 00 D2 98 D4 04 G4
Waterioo
Hagk and Laow tide LLOEY OR35S 12 47 407 06 13 )0 42 97 pa

Recorded throughout the year being slightly more frequent at Waterloo (see
table above} where the maxima were seven on Mar. 2ad 1979 and five on
DPrec. 30th 1980 and July 23rd 1981, No ether records exceeded four on cither
stretch and there were often days when none was seen.

The Carrion Crow’s volatile occurrences have shown virmally no change
since the previous studies being fractionally more frequent at Warerloo
nowadays. Further upstream, near Vauxhall Bridge, gatherings of 30 or so
have occurred on th:?;reshnre as recently as Oct. 30th 1985 but the numbers
at Westminster still remain low. Indeed, it is not unusaal for crows to reach
double figures in the adjacent area and alight on the tall buildings, but it
remains a regular, although erratic, visitor in small numbers at Westminster
and Waterloo,

i dan Fel Mar Apr May Jusw  Ad Aug Ser Ok Nev D
Westasinster
Low tide 44 3B 24 25 30 354 06 03 13 T8 313 85
Watedoo
Low tide 4 68 00 09 02 00 00 00 DO OO LB LS

The 1able above shows that Starlings were recorded at fow tide in all months
at Westminster with peak averages i October and December. The only hi
tide record concerns one on May 14th 1980 which probably drowned in
TIVer.
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There were a few Waterloo records from April to June and from October
to December with birds feeding amongst barges at high tide in four months
ellgtsi ngnsthe foreshore in three months, None was seen on this stretch from

1-53,

From 1968-70, at Westminster, there were occasional low tide records
including one bird which was seen feeding on Tubifex nubifex. The large red
areas created by these worms when the mud was ¢ d at low water have
disappeared. theeler 1.9’?9? s d;)oiﬁtcd out that this species thrived when
‘the tideway was severely polluted’. The Tubifex was able to survive because
‘mosi of the dissolved oxygen that these worms conseme comes directly from
the atmosphere, not from the river’, An apparently different or previously
exploited sosrce of food is now available as Staslings frequently search for
invertebrates by pushing over stones o capture their prey. The table below
shows that pea{ aumbers were recorded s 1973, 1975 and from 1978-85.

M G M T M T MBS R MR M
M, 403 4 3 613 120 3 BT 1T MM DN R

An indication of the changm§ fauna on the Thames foreshose is provided
samples of the Tubifex population taken in the area of London ridé;: in
1974 and 1975 which showed a great reduction (Harrison and Grant 1976).

House Sparrow

A maximut of eight were seen at Waterloo in all months and up to nine at

Westminster from February to May and in September, usually on river craft.
There has been no change in status since either of the earlier studies.

{b) Irregular and occasional visitors
UMp to three first-winter Shags were present at Waterloo from Jan. 31st to
ay 31st 1979, Diving was observed on this stretch on a number of occasions,
but they could usually be found roostigﬁbat day or night, on one of the
g::eﬂq&?ﬂdge buttresses. There were also sightings at Westminster during
riod,
ere were first-winter birds on a buoy at Westminsier in 1984: one on
Jan. 6th and Feb. 27th, two on Mar, Zod and one on June 18th,

Iz 1985 a similar occurrence 1o the 1979 wintering was recorded. The first

appeared on San. 28th, the secomd on 2Gth and a third by mid-February, then

to two were present from Apr. 10th until the final sighting of one on May
15th. The focal point was a J)air of butiresses on the upstream and
downstream sides of Hu%eﬁor Bridge (situated between the 1,000 metres
stretch of river between Westminster and Waterloo Bridges) where diumal
and noctusnal roosting took place. The first-winters were often seen
successiutly fishing between Lambeth and Waterloo Bridges.

One flew gpstream at Westininster on Dec. 24th 1985,

As these 1979 and 1985 records coincided with very cold winters it is
interesting to note that Sha.ﬁ survived in the Thames for lengthy periods
thereafter, particulasly as Moon’s (1984) figures show that over 16%
reaching the London Ares from 1900-1981 su%;requentiy died.

Mute Swans were not scen at Westminster from 1979-81, but there were
revords in 1976 (4), 1978 (1), 1982 (1) and 1983 (2] of one tosix. At Waterloo
swans oecurred in all months, except May, although not in every month of
each fyear from 1979-81. Apart from nine on Nov, 12th 1979 the maximum
was four.

The species was abundant at Waterloo from 1951-53 reaching average
monthly low tide counts of 15 to 37 in all months, except March and Apnil.
They were most often to be found resting or preening on the extensive
stretches of shinfle and feeding’was usually carned out on the south bank.
Fven though the loading of rubbish barges from the open jeity ceased in early
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1953 the lack of food supply from this source was partly compeunsated by that
obtained from, and near, & Thames-side restaurant as evidently there was no
reduction in numbers. The less suitable conditions at L ambeth accounted for
their infrequent occurrences during the same period and indicated the
uneven distribution of the species on the Thames.

The decline of the Mute Swan in Britain has received considerable
attention since the 1970s which has pointed to lead poisoning as the ma{'or
cause {Ogilvie 1981). The causes of the dramatic decline at Waterloo
between the two studies are, however, not necessarily due to lead poisoning
alone as Ofiver {1982) suggested that another environmental factor, without
spectfw'lf which, was also possible for the decline in the London Area.

Grey Herons were recorded on five occasions at Waterloo in 1979/80 and
twice at Westminster in 1981, also once there in 1971 and 1978 and thrice in
1983. The 12 records were from March to August and in October, of which
ten relate to single birds flying 1H>stxcam or downstream. .

On Apr. 6th 1579 a heron that flew u&)st;el;m over Blackfriars Bridge was

ursued by a Herring Gull, then by on Gulis and Carrion
Eefore landing on top of & moored river craft. Most of the gulls at Waterloo
{¢.40) joined in their é:gggproval of the heron’s presence by mobbing. At
high tide or Apr. 30th 1980 ane rested on the water for a few seconds close to
the National Theatrs before flyving off.

Tufted Ducks were seen in all of the years from 1979-81 at Westminster and
Waterloo where the largest counts of 31 and 41-+, respectively, were both
made on Dec. 24th 1981, These records and others, including those outside
the 1979-81 period, was often associated with cold weather. The 33 records
from 1971.8% show that rone was in April and September, but almost half
516) were in January with the eight involving over ten birds occurring from

ber to February. Ten of the observations involved Tufteds flying
along the river, but amongst the others diving was frequent, sugesﬁnﬁﬂhat
food was available although not sufficiently to attract the species re; ¥.
The earlier studies on both stretches also revealed this diving duck as an
oceasional visitor,

There were three May records of Commmon Sandpipers: one at Waterlooon
2nd in 1979 and on 23rd in 1980 and two at Westminster on 13th in 1980,

Common/Arciie Terns were seen on four occasions at Waterloo in 1979
and 11 tmes at Westminster in 1977, 1979 and from 1982-85. All records
except for two in June 1984, were in Avgust and September, ususlly
itivolving one or two migrants following the course of the river, although a
maximum of 13 moved downstream on Sept. 6th 1982. However, the
Watetloo records inchrded terns diving and picking from the water surface,
On Aug. 14th 1979 at Westminster a first-summer Tern fed whilst
standing in shallow water and by plunging into the river from an estimated
height of one to two metyes,

A Grey Wi was at Waterloo on Oct. 15th 1980 and Feb. 11th 1981. At
‘Westminster there were 20 records {18 of one and two of twe) from October
to January in 1971, 1972, 1980, 1981 and 1983-85.

Pled Wagtalls occurred singly at Waterloo on Oct. 10th and Nov. 20th
1979, From 1979-81 there were 12 records of one or two from October to
March at Westminster, Other tecords from 1971-73, 1975-78 and 1982-85
follow the same winter ([)anem. In June 1973 three juveniles of a family,
which presursably nested nearby, were fed by adults with food obtained ona
barge where they gathered, There were also isolated records in Angust and
September 1973 and in June and September 1975.

- A was swimming at Waterloo on Feb, 6th 1979 and at
Westminster on Jan. 16th 1982,

One Swallow was feeding around a moored barge at Waterioo on July 20th

1982 and may have been one of a pair reported at Bankside Power Station,
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just downstream from Blackfriars Bridge, earlier that summer (London
atural History Society 1983).
On June 7th 1979 a Redstart visited the foreshore near the National
Theatre. This was not unexpected because the species frequents the adjacent
south side at Waterloo,

The following 11 species were recorded at Westminster:
Litile Grebe: one on: Feb., 15th 1978,
Grest Crested Grebe: one on Feb, 7th 1979, three on Jan, 16th and one on 19th 1982
and Mar_ 26th and Oct. 15th 1984,
mm:m May 4th 1984 one flew upstream and setted on the foreshore at
Pochard: three of the four records invalve one to four flying on June 27th 1978, Oct.
131k 1980, Dec. 21st 1981 and Jan. 16th 1982,
Wintef: 2 pait, probably from $t. James's Park collection, flew downstream on May 5th
g TS d
Oysterontrber: one fiew downstream on Sept, 2nd 1981,
Littie Gull: a first-winter on Aug. 28th 1974,
Kittiwske: one an Apr. 24th 1980, lan, 14th end June 6th 1983 and May 20d 1985.
TFretle Dove: following 4 morning of heavy rais one on the foreshote on Gt 15th 1980,
Blackbird: two foreshore records of one on May Xith 1978 and two og Jan. 11th 1985,

Goldfinch: five on Dec, 12th 1984, two on Jan. 9th and one on Mar. 28th 1985 visited
the foreshore adioining Victorin Tower Gardens. Their behavicur, apart from
drinking, ted that food was being obiained, the most likely souree being the
fallen sesds the overhanging !m%lon planes,
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