About the London Natural History Society

The London Natural History Society traces its history back to 1858. The Society is made up of a number
of active sections that provide a wide range of talks, organised nature walks, coach trips and other
activities. This range of events makes the LNHS one of the most active natural history societies in the
world. Whether it is purely for recreation, or to develop field skills for a career in conservation, the LNHS
offers a wide range of indoor and outdoor activities. Beginners are welcome at every event and gain
access to the knowledge of some very skilled naturalists.

On top of its varied public engagement, the LNHS also provides a raft of publications free to members.
The London Naturalist is its annual journal with scientific papers as well as lighter material such as book
reviews. The annual London Bird Report published since 1937 sets a benchmark for publications of this

genre. Furthermore, there is a quarterly Newsletter that carries many trip reports and useful announcements.

The LNHS maintains its annual membership subscription at a modest level, representing fantastic value
for money.

Distribution and Use of this PDF

This PDF may be freely distributed in print or electronic form and can be freely uploaded to private or
commercial websites provided it is kept in its entirety without any changes. The text and images should
not be used separately without permission from the copyright holders. LNHS Learning materials, with the
inner pages in a poster format for young audiences, are designed to be printed off and used on a class
room wall or a child’s bedroom.

The selection of species is a subjective decision of the contributor(s) and not based on quantitative
criteria such as population numbers, database records or presence on recording grids in surveys.
These PDFs are not available in print form from the LNHS.

Taking your interest further

Details of other organizations with an interest in wildlife and a whole host of information is on the
LNHS website. Past copies of the printed LNHS publications are available from Catherine Schmitt.
Details on www.Inhs.org.uk.

Contributing to the LNHS Education Series

If you would like to contribute to LNHS Learning please get in touch with one of the following section
chairpersons in the LNHS or Gehan de Silva Wijeyeratne who is coordinating the series.

Botany David Bevan conserving.bevan@virgin.net

Ecology & Entomology Mick Massie mick.massie@gmail.com

London Bird Club Gehan de Silva Wijeyeratne gehan.desilva.w@gmail.com
Credits

Text: Tristan Bantock (tristanba@googlemail.com) is an entomologist with a specialist interest in Hemip-
tera. He runs several websites focussed on the British fauna, as well as regular identification workshops.
He is the LNHS Hemiptera recorder and national organiser of the Shieldbugs & allies Recording Scheme.
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Common Green
Shieldbug

(Palomena prasina)

A uniformly green species, although
turning brown before hibernation. The
membrane at the tip of the wings is
dark. Very common in many habitats
including parks and gardens, feeding
on a wide range of plants.

Southern Green
Shieldbug

(Nezara viridula)

Similar to the above species and best
distinguished by the transparent pale
wing membrane. Uncommon and
usually in man-made habitats. Most
frequent in allotments, where it is
particularly fond of runner beans. A
recent arrival in Britain and largely
confined to the London area. Records
are of particular interest.

Mottled Shieldbug

(Rhaphigaster nebulosa)

This species is distinguished by the
wing membrane, which is covered in
dark spots. The antennae are also
strongly banded. Uncommon and
usually in man-made habitats. A
recent arrival in Britain and so far
entirely confined to the London area.
Records are of particular interest.

Western Conifer
Seedbug

(Leptoglossus occidentalis)

A very large and striking bug, with
characteristic leaf-like expansions on
the hind legs. Native to the USA; a
recent arrival in Britain and now
widespread, although rarely seen in
the summer months, when it lives on
pines. Most records are of bugs
overwintering inside buildings.

(Corizus hyoscyami)

A striking red and black bug which is
also rather hairy. A recent arrival in the
London area and historically confined
to the southern and western coasts of
Britain. Now found in a range of
habitats including gardens.
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(Miris striatus)

A large and distinctive black and
yellow plant bug, most often seen in
mid-summer.

Widespread in parks and gardens on
deciduous trees, particularly oaks and
hawthorns.

Red and Black
Froghopper

(Cercopis vulnerata)

An unmistakable species which is
most often found in May and June.
Widespread and common across
much of England and Wales on a
range of herbaceous plants, but rather
uncommon in the LNHS recording
area and largely absent from urban
London.

Horned
Treehopper

(Centrotus cornutus)

An unmistakable species which is
most often found in May and June.
Widespread and common across
much of England and Wales and
generally associated with old wood-
lands. Rather uncommon in the LNHS
recording area and largely absent from
urban London.

Eared
Leafhopper

(Ledra aurita)

The largest leafhopper in Europe, with
characteristic ear-like projections on
the thorax. A cryptic bark dweller,
particularly on lichen-covered oaks.
Rarely seen, although may come to
moth traps.

Rhododendron
Leafhopper

(Graphocephala fennahi)

A very distinctive red and green
leafhopper which feeds on Rhododen-
dron and is frequent in London’s
parks. Originally native to the USA, it
was introduced to Britain in the early
1900s and has since spread widely.
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