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It has several generations from the
spring to the early autumn. Look for
the dark brown colour with large
cream-coloured spots

Typically seen in a twirling flight in the
sunlit glades along paths in woodlands,
gardens and parks. Larval food plants
are various grasses. Now one of the
most common butterflies in
urban London.

(Pararge aegeria)

Speckled Wood

But this species is seldom a problem
to crops. When the butterfly is at rest,
look for the prominent veins on the
underside of the wings.

The green-veined white occurs
particularly in damp grassland, and
alongside hedgerows, woodland,
ditches and water where wild crucifer
food plants grown.

(Pieris napi)

Text: Leslie Williams. Images: Mick Massie (Essex Skipper, Small Skipper, Large Skipper, Small White, Green-veined White,
Brimstone & Speckled Wood), Gehan de Silva Wijeyeratne (Orange Tip, Large White & Ringlet)
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Dark brown above; look for the eyelet
rings on the lower wings.

The ringlet is a species of rough
grassland in and near to woodland.
More common in the countryside
areas, this is one to look out for in
urban areas as it appears to be
re-colonising London.

(Aphantopus hyperantus)

Ringlet

A spring butterfly but with later
generations during the summer.

The males are fluorescent yellow and
the females are whitish green. Both
have ornate wing margins and veins.
While commoner in the countryside,
the species have been encouraged to
colonise urban London by the planting
of the larval food plants, Alder
Buckthorn and Common Buckthorn.

(Goneptery x rhamni)

Brimstone

Green-veined White

For this reason, the Large White and
the Small White are sometimes both
called the ‘Cabbage White’.

Associated with brassica plants, the
small white is noted for laying eggs on
crops and in gardens. It is a similar
size to the Green-veined White, but at
rest, look for the pale yellow
under-wings with only a weak pattern
of veins visible.

(Pieris rapae)

Small White

A species of damp meadows,
hedgerows, woodlands, roadsides and
waterside habitats where crucifer food
plants occur, in particular
Cuckooflower Cardamine partensis
and Garlic Mustard Alliaria petiolata.
The males are obvious from the orange
tip to the upper wing, but to confirm the
females look for the mottled pattern on
the underside of the wings.

(Anthocharis cardamines)

Orange Tip

Small Skippers have an orange
underside to the tip of their antennae,
as viewed up close when at rest on
vegetation. In flight they look similar to
the Essex Skipper and often share the
same habitats of rough grassland and
hedgerow edges. Usually, but not
always, the more common of the two
species in London.

(Thymelicus sylvestris)

Small Skipper
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Widespread and associated with
locations where the larval food plants
occur, for example, agricultural areas
where brassica field crops are grown,
and in urban areas with gardens
and allotments.

(Pieris brassicae)

Large White

It emerges earlier than the Small and
Essex Skippers, though later all three
species may be flying as adults.

In London the large skipper is
associated with rough grassland and
scrub. Slightly larger than the Small
and Essex Skippers, look also for the
more patterned wings.

(Ochlodes sylvanus)

Large Skipper

If unsure, record as ‘Essex Skipper /
Small Skipper’.

The Essex Skipper is dependent on
rough grassland habitat, scrub and
hedgerow edges. In flight they can be
difficult to separately identify from the
Small Skipper, but at rest look for the
underside of the tip of the antennae
which is black for the Essex Skipper.

(Thymelicus lineola)

Essex Skipper
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