
John Swindells & George Hounsome

February 2024

Good Evening All !



•There are six rounds.

•All questions will have a reference to botany or botanical 

terms in some way, be it only a word, even only a 

homophone.

•Botanical knowledge is useful for some questions.  For 

others it might not be so helpful.

•You may want to use a pen and paper for your answers.

•You score your own answers at the end of  each round.  

The maximum score possible is 61.

•The quizmasters’ decisions are final.

In Explanation…
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1. It’s Christmas Day in the morning but the Mistletoe on my Apple tree never has 

berries.  Why not?  It’s a male

2. England’s Tree of the Year for 2016 was illegally felled in September 2023. 

What species is it?  Sycamore

3. It grew adjacent to a World Heritage Site and Scheduled Ancient 

Monument.  Which?   Hadrian's Wall

4. What is the Latin name for a waxy, glaucous annual with connate leaves that 

grows on fixed dunes and calcareous grassland and is named after an 18th 

century London apothecary and botanist?  Blackstonia (perfoliata)

5. Six species described in Clive Stace’s New flora (4th ed.) have the word ‘Musk’ 

in their English name.  What are they?  One point for each one you get Six: 

Musk, Musk-mallow, Greater Musk-mallow, Musk Orchid, Musk Stork’s-bill, 

Musk Thistle

6. In his Flora Britannica which tree did Richard Mabey describe as ‘little more 

than a jumped-up weed, a ragamuffin haunter of dung-heaps and drains’?  

Elder

7. Which fruity metaphor means "a cause of difficulty or embarrassment"?  

Banana skin

8. What is the structural component of herbaceous plant cell walls? Cellulose



1

Round 2, Fruits of…

2

6

3

5

4

6 7 8

9 10 11 12

5



1

Round 2, Fruits of…

2

6

3

5

4

6 7 8

9 10 11 12

5

Hedera helix

Ivy

Prunus spinosa

Blackthorn

Bryonia dioica

White Bryony

Tamus communis

Black Bryony

Taxus baccata

Yew

Viscum album

Mistletoe

Malus sylvestris

Crab Apple

Fragaria vesca

Wild Strawberry

Potentilla indica

Yellow-flowered 

Strawberry

Euonymus 

europaeus
Spindle

Solanum

dulcamara
Bittersweet

Rubus ideaus

Raspberry
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1. What is the name of  the perforated cap attached to the 

spout of  a watering can to produce a spray? Rose

2. What is the surname of  the actor who played Private Pike 

from 1968 to 1977 in the TV series Dad's Army?  Lavender

3. What is the variety of  grape that shares its name with the 

capital of  Oman? Muscat

4. Approximately how many trees are there on earth, 500 

billion, 1.5 trillion or 3 trillion?? 3 trillion

5. Which plant name means “those that separate” as well as 

“those that stick together”? Cleavers

6. Who wrote “Frenchman’s Creek? Daphne du Maurier

7. Which feature of  a plant might be parietal, axile or free-

central? The placentation of  its seeds

8. What is the common name for the hybrid between Pyrenean 

Saxifrage and St. Patrick's Cabbage? London Pride
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Ajuga reptans
Bugle

Impatiens glandulifera
Indian Balsam

Eric Clement

Sorbus torminalis
Wild Service Tree

Anacamptis morio
Green-winged Orchid

Acorus calamus
Sweet-flag
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Auricles Fraxinus excelsior
Ash

Ophrys apifera
Bee Orchid

Ophrys sphegodes
Early Spider-orchid

Fearne Cotton Papaver dubium
Long-headed Poppy
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1. From which plant was paper first made? Papyrus

2. Which word connects the cause of  a viral lung disease and 

part of  a daffodil flower? Corona

3. What is the traditional wood used for the making of  an Irish 

shillelagh? Blackthorn

4. Which of  these names is the most accurate: Viper's Grass, 

Eelgrass, Canary-grass, Blue-eyed Grass, Tapegrass? 

Canary-grass is the only true grass

5. Which fungus takes its common name from the fact that it 

appears in the period around the 23rd April? St. George’s 

Mushroom

6. What is the name for tree nymphs in Greek mythology? 

Dryads

7.  What is the name for the process by which haploid 

gametophytes produce a diploid sporophyte, which in turn 

produces a gametophyte? Alternation of  generations

8. Which fruit tree has a wavelength around 600nm?  Orange
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1. Who was the ancient Greek author known for his fables, 

which included "The Fox and the Grapes"? Aesop

2. Elanor, athelas and simbelmynë are fictitious plants from 

which trilogy? The Lord of  the Rings

3. The logo of  the National Trust is an oak sprig but is it from a 

pedunculate or sessile oak? Pedunculate

4. Which channel island features in the title of  the book, set in 

1946, about a Literary and Potato Peel Pie Society? 

Guernsey

5. What would you gauge that Bluebell, Watercress and 

Lavender have in common??  They are heritage railways

6. One of  many modifications of  an original poem by Richard 

Armour states: If  you do not shake the bottle, None'll come 

and then a lot'll.  To what is it referring? Tomato sauce

7. What is the common name of  the member of  the gourd 

family used to flavour raita? Cucumber

8. Which plant is on Billy's chin? Goat's-beard
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Goodbye all, thank you for participating 
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